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Territories and lodgepole pine is found in western Alberta, British Columbia and Yukon 
Territory. Eastern white pine, which grows from the Atlantic to the eastern edge of the prairies, 
and western white pine produce valuable softwood lumber. Ponderosa pine, found in the drier 
areas of southern British Columbia, and red pine, found in eastern Canada, are important 
commercial species. 

The four native firs are all commercial species, although balsam fir far outranks the other 
species in this regard. It is the only fir found in eastern Canada and ranges from Newfoundland 
through all the provinces except British Columbia. Alpine fir, essentially a high altitude tree, is 
found over a wide area in British Columbia and its range extends well into the western half of 
central Alberta and the Yukon. Amabilis fir is a west coast species, while grand fir is found in 
both the Pacific coastal areas and the interior of British Columbia. Fir is commonly cut as 
pulpwood and, to a lesser extent, as sawlogs. 

Douglas-fir, one of Canada's best known commercial trees, is not a true fir. The tree 
responsible more than any other for British Columbia's world-wide reputation for timber is 
the coastal form of Douglas-fir which is dominant in the forests of the province's lower coastal 
areas. An interior form, known as blue Douglas-fir, is used on a large scale for lumber, 
plywood, construction timbers, piling and kraft pulp. 

The poplars are the most abundant of the native broadleaved trees. They include 
trembling and largetooth aspen, balsam poplar, and the three cottonwoods. The most widely 
distributed is trembling aspen, followed by balsam poplar; both species occur from 
Newfoundland to Alaska. The largest of the native poplars is black cottonwood; its range 
covers the lower two thirds of British Columbia and extends well into Alberta to the east in a 
pattern that follows the natural drainage basins. It also reaches as far north as the Yukon along 
the coast. This species is in demand for veneer stock. Other cottonwoods — eastern cottonwood 
and its western form known as plains cottonwood, and narrowleaf cottonwood — have a much 
narrower distribution. 


